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NUMISMATISTS  OF  WISCONSIN 


Brief  History  of  N.O.W. 

By  Chester  L.  Krause 

Gathered  about  a great  round  table  for  lunch  were  a group  of  Wisconsin 
coin  collectors  at  the  C.S.N.S.  meeting  at  the  Sheraton  Cadilac  Hotel  in 
Detroit,  April,  1960.  Their  presence  there  had  been  a pre-meditated  one,  for 
several  groups  had  expressed  a desire  to  do  so  and  I had  promised  to  get  the 
principals  together  face-to-face  in  an  intial  meeting  toward  getting  a state 
organization  for  Wisconsin  under  way. 

On  that  memorable  Saturday  noon,  we  had  with  us:  Mr.  Robert  Branigan 
of  Beloit,  Wisconsin,  a collector  whose  presence  I’d  seen  throughout  the 
nation;  Clayton  High  of  Eau  Claire,  who  in  my  early  years  of  travel  I’d  met 
in  New  York  City  and  several  out-of-state  conventions  coast  to  coast.  At 
that  time  he  was  an  engineer  for  the  U.S.  Rubber  Company  and  was  able  to 
get  to  coin  gab  fest  close  to  his  assigned  tasks. 

There  was  Rus  Porter  of  Milwaukee,  who  I’d  met  in  my  early  years  of 
numismatic  travel,  a collector  of  one  of  the  nicest  type  sets  I recall  seeing  in 
all  my  travels.  Then  there  was  Floyd  Janney,  a general  collector  from 
Waukesha,  Merle  Jacoby  of  Beaver  Dam,  at  that  time  a heating  contractor 
who  since  has  turned  insurance  salesman.  M.  Vernon  Sheldon  of  Chicago 
was  the  only  outlander  there  but  whose  presence  we  valued  highly.  All  told, 
there  were  8 or  10  of  us  — my  ommission  of  names  here  is  not  intentional,  but 
rather  a spasm  of  forgetfulness.  I do  hope  those  present  will  refresh  my 
memory. 

This  initial  gathering  dispensed  with  intentions  to  meet  again  in  two 
weeks  at  Rockford,  Illinois  at  the  Lafayette  Hotel  in  conjunction  with  their 
coin  show.  Bob  Branigan,  our  temporary  chairman,  opened  that  meeting  to 
a somewhat  larger  group  and  heard  a proposed  set  of  by-laws  read  as  drafted 
by  Russell  Porter.  It  was  at  this  meeting  that  the  first  application  for 
membership  was  accepted.  Further  discussions  produced  plans  for  the  next 
major  move  — to  formally  organize  our  state  organization.  Those  of  us  from 
Iola  were  indeed  delighted  when  our  invitation  to  accomplish  this  at  Iola 
was  accepted. 

We  were  planning  an  open  house  July  8th  marking  completion  of  an 
addition  to  our  office.  N.O.W.  was  to  officially  come  into  being  that  day.  On 
the  eve  of  this  occasion  several  of  the  principals  arrived  for  further 
discussions  preliminary  to  marking  that  memorable  occasion. 

Sunday  saw  more  coin  collectors  than  it  had  before  or  since. 

Limited  eating  facilities  were  overcome  by  having  arranged  to  feed  our 
guests  (at  their  expense)  at  a chicken  fry  in  the  local  park  by  the  lions  Club. 
Rains  threatened  all  that  day,  but  nearly  200  were  on  hand  when  I,  as  host, 
called  the  audience  to  attention  and  asked  for  nominations  for  our  officers. 
Bob  Branigan  was  elected  president  by  acclimation  by  all  present,  for  we,  as 
yet,  had  no  formal  body. 

He  then  proceeded  with  the  balance  of  the  duties  with  those  collectors 
being  named  to  head  N.O.W.  Membership  by  the  day’s  end  had  reached 
nearly  100.  From  that  day  on,  collectors  of  the  state  had  one  more  element  of 
common  ground  to  talk  about,  for  the  idea  of  months  before  had  become  a 
reality. 


Editor’s  Note:  We  gather  that  the  following  persons  were  present  at  the 
initial  meeting.  Excuse  any  omissions. 

Krause  Janney 

Christoph  Collura 

Branigan  High 

Porter  Parker 

Jacoby  Burnette 


Although  we  had  formally  come  into  being  in  July  of  1960,  our  first 
convention  was  not  held  until  May  of  1961.  The  Milwaukee  Numismatic 
Society  was  our  host,  held  at  the  Pfister  Hotel  at  the  east  end  of  Wisconsin 
Avenue.  It  marked  an  important  beginning. 

This  meeting  provided  something  for  us  that  hadn’t  been  seen  too  often  in 
the  past  and  I rather  doubt  that  it  will  in  the  future.  Among  the  enumerable 
displays,  a factor  always  present  at  Milwaukee,  was  three  displays  of  odd 
and  curious  moneys,  each  containing  the  equivalent  of  several  cases.  Dick 
Rosholm  of  Round  Lake,  Illinois,  who  has  since  passed  on,  had  his  entire 
collection  there,  and  what  an  array  it  was;  must  have  been  at  least  20  cases. 
Gale  Highsmith,  Milwaukee,  whose  material  you  still  might  see,  also 
showed  nearly  as  many  cases.  Jim  Kelly  of  Dayton  handled  the  auction. 

The  1962  convention  was  hosted  by  the  Fox  Valley  Coin  Club  of  Appleton 
in  the  Masonic  Building  in  May.  Aside  from  not  having  adequate  electrical 
outlets,  it  proved  a wonderful  meeting  spot  and  this  minor  problem  was 
overcome  after  an  anxious  hour  or  two.  Significant  at  the  meeting  was  the 
weather.  The  Saturday  sun  proved  only  a sample  of  what  was  to  come  on 
Sunday.  It  was  really  a sweltering  day. 

It  was  at  this  meeting  I became  your  president  only  after  last  minute 
developments  which  caused  the  withdrawals  of  other  candidates.  I accepted 
with  great  reluctance,  in  that  I felt  ample  time  could  not  be  spared  to  do 
justice  to  the  job. 

The  1963  convention  held  at  Racine  some  time  ago  was  a great  success. 
Held  at  a brand  new  motel,  it  provided  a most  favorable  setting  for  our  third 
formal  meeting.  Fortunately,  for  me,  N.O.W.  has  a very  capable  arm  of  the 
organization  headquarters  at  Racine.  As  members  of  the  Racine  Club,  they 
spared  your  up-state  official  many  a problem. 


And  Now  - NOW  1985 

Chet  Krause 

While  your  editor  has  given  me  plenty  of  time  to  prepare  a few  remarks  for 
this  25th  anniversary  booklet,  I will  bet  that  these  are  the  last  words  he  will 
have  received  prior  to  deadline. 

I have  had  the  project  with  me  on  several  occasions,  including  a two  week 
jaunt  to  Arizona  in  early  January  ...  all  to  no  avail.  Tonight  I find  myself  in 
New  York  City  with  Gene’s  folder  on  top  of  a stack  of  past  due  projects. 

I must  confess  my  tardiness  is  for  lack  of  a clear  frequency  on  which  to 
begin.  That  is  to  say,  too  much  time  has  elapsed  to  take  up  the  travelog 
reprinted  from  earlier  editions  of  NOW  News.  It  is  not  that  I haven’t  been  a 
part  of  NOW,  rather,  like  so  many  things  in  Iola,  others  have  stepped  into 
shoe  I once  wore.  In  fact,  several  of  the  staff  have  probably  done  as  much  or 
more  than  I have  for  the  organization. 


In  many  ways,  NOW’s  ups  and  downs  have  paralelled  those  of  the  hobby. 
Remember  those  terrible  days  of  the  mid-Sixties  which  culminated  in  the 
removal  of  mint  marks  and  the  cessation  of  proof  sets  (1965-1967)?  I recall  of 
having  been  in  Alaska  in  August  of  1967  and  reading  in  the  Nome  Nugget 
that  mint  marks  had  been  restored  by  a vote  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. Having  been  deeply  involved  in  the  fight  against  their  removal  in 
1965,  it  was  very  refreshing  to  hear  of  the  triumph  of  their  restoration.  And 
who  do  you  suppose  was  the  hero?  Congressman  Frank  Annunzio,  who  has 
recently  sheparded  several  pieces  of  favorable  numismatic  legislation 
through  Capitol  Hill.  It  was  great  to  have  been  part  of  that  event. 

Along  about  that  time,  I recall  of  having  acted  as  chauffeur  from 
Milwaukee  to  Iola  for  Norval  Parker,  then  Master  of  the  Royal  Canadian 
Mint,  Eva  Adams,  then  Director  of  the  U.S.  Mint,  Dick  Yeoman  and  long- 
time friend  Cale  Jarvis  of  Toronto.  Only  a few  miles  south  of  town  I took 
some  back  roads  and  eight  deer  appeared  on  a hillside  in  front  of  the  car,  just 
as  if  I had  pre-arranged  it.  Neither  Norval  nor  Eva  ever  forgot  that  moment. 

That  evening,  both  mint  directors  were  with  me  traveling  to  Green  Bay  for 
the  NOW  Convention.  Eva  was  asleep  in  the  back  seat  and  Norval  and  I 
were  chatting  in  front,  when  out  of  nowhere  a flashing  red  light  appeared  in 
the  rear  view  mirror.  My  lucky  rabbit’s  foot  prevailed  and  all  I got  was  a 
warning,  but  — gosh  — how  embarrassing. 

As  we  were  leaving  that  Green  Bay  convention  to  return  to  the  airport, 
Eva  remarked  that  she  had  not  yet  met  J.V.  McDermott,  a legend  with  his 
1913  nickel.  It  was  but  a few  steps  from  the  bourse  floor  to  the  nearest  bar 
stool  and  her  request  was  fulfilled.  Mac  produced  his  nickel  — and  another 
unforgettable  occasion  for  all  of  us. 

Two  NOW  personalities  come  to  mind  as  having  been  people  you  were 
likely  to  bump  into  at  a coin  show  anywhere  across  the  country  — that  is, 
beside  Dick  Yeoman,  Ken  Bressett  and  Neil  Shafer  of  Western.  First  there 
was  Clayton  High  of  Eau  Claire.  After  retirement  he  opened  a coin  shop,  but 
when  he  was  active,  I would  see  him  from  coast  to  coast.  He  collected  half 
dimes,  and  a lot  of  other  things  too.  When  he  bought  a suit  he  always  had  his 
inside  coat  pockets  built  extra  deep  so  a pick-pocket  couldn’t  get  at  them  with 
ease.  Also,  deeper  pockets  could  hold  more  stuff,  as  he  put  it. 

Secondly,  there  was  affable  Monte  Sherwin,  who  has  become  a very  good 
friend  and  has  now  retired  in  Black  River  Falls.  While  most  know  him  as  the 
pre-eminent  collector  of  Wisconsin  National  Bank  Notes,  he  is  also  a very 
good  entertainer  and  has  provided  those  services  at  many  of  our  NOW 
get-togethers.  Few  probably  realize  how  much  of  a collector  he  really  is,  but 
besides  numismatics,  Monte’s  collecting  pursuits  include  jack  knives, 
mechanical  banks,  advertising  memorabilia,  Chinese  jade  carving  and  cast 
iron  toys,  to  name  a few. 

Of  course  Dick  Yeoman  has  been  a great  guiding  light  to  many  of  us,  and 
NOW  is  fortunate  to  have  shared  Wisconsin  with  him  as  his  residence. 
While  in  Arizona  this  past  January,  I visited  and  had  Sunday  dinner  with 
Dick  and  his  wife  Marian  in  Tucson  where  they  now  live  permanently. 

There  are,  of  course,  many  a NOW  member  whose  travels  coincide  with 
mine,  and  to  which  we  share  a common  bond  in  and  out  of  state.  It  is  indeed 
great  to  have  had  the  association  of  NOW  as  the  magnet  that  holds  us 
together. 
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NOW 


THE  ROOTS 


The  prime  movers  of  NOW  met  in  Iola  on  July  8th,  1960,  to  formalize  the 
organization  and  open  the  membership  rolls  to  all  state  collectors.  Left  to 
right  seated;  Richard  Yeoman,  Racine,  Conrad  Scheep,  Wausau,  Russ  Selig, 
Appleton,  and  Herb  Demanouski,  Beloit.  Standing  are;  Clayton  High,  Eau 
Claire,  Russell  Porter,  Milwaukee,  Chester  Krause,  Iola,  and  Robert  Brani- 
gan,  Beloit. 

The  four  men  standing  are  part  of  the  original  founding  group  from  the 
Detroit  Sheraton  meeting.  Clayton  High  served  eight  years  as  NOW  liaison 
to  A.N.A.,  Russell  Porter  drew  up  the  initial  NOW  Constitution  and  Bi- 
Laws,  Chet  Krause,  the  instigator,  and  Bob  Branigan  who  served  as  the  first 
NOW  president.  The  group  seated  were  to  serve  as  NOW  board  members, 
Dick  Yeoman  served  six  years  , Connie  Schepp  and  Russ  Selig  for  three 
years  each,  and  Herb  Demanouski  a two  year  stint  as  NOW  secretary. 
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NOW 


THE  FIRST  50  MEMBERS 


On  July  8th,  1960,  an  open  house  was  held  by  Krause  Publications  at  Iola, 
Wisconsin,  and  here  the  gates  were  opened  for  NOW  membership  to  other  than  the 
founding  members.  It  would  appear  membership  numbers  one  thru  twelve  were  filled 
at  Rockford  at  the  founding  meeting,  and  an  additional  eighty  members  added  at  the 
Iola  open  house. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

46. 

47. 

48. 

49. 

50. 


Chet  Krause 

Robert  Branigan 

Russell  Porter  

Ralph  Parker 

Clayton  High  

Merle  Jacoby 

Art  Christoph  

Harry  Collura  

Joe  Burnette  

Floyd  Janney  

Martin  Kades  

Richard  Yeoman 

Ron  Selig  

Russell  Selig  

Tom  Fruit 

Mrs.  Eunice  Jacoby 

Frances  Selig  

Conrad  Schepp 

Olive  Porter 

Gale  Highsmith 

George  Blenker 

Ronald  Calkins  .... 

Edward  Kulesa 

A1  Whiteleff 

Roy  Miller  

Frank  Resch  

Douglas  Berger 

Ray  Stultz  

Wm.  Tragedorf 

Harry  Cherry  

Jake  Simon  

Dave  Klontz  

Richard  Warren  .... 

Ray  Jenner  

J.V.  McDermott  .... 

Pete  Foerster 

Dave  Andraska  .... 

Clifton  Schram 

Paul  Kappel  . . 

Hubert  Polzer  

Gerald  Johnson  

H.  A.  Raddens  

Otis  Underdahl  .... 
Herbert  Demanouske 

Carl  Nisen  

Edith  Nisen  

Fred  Voecks 

Mrs.  Paul  Michaelis 

Frank  Zinda  

Lester  Merkin  


Iola,  WI 

Beloit,  WI 

. . . Milwaukee,  WI 

Racine,  WI 

...  Eau  Claire,  WI 
. . Beaver  Dam,  WI 

Iola,  WI 

. . . Milwaukee,  WI 

Kenosha,  WI 

. . . . Waukesha,  WI 

Beloit,  WI 

Racine,  WI 

Appleton,  WI 

Appleton,  WI 

. . . Green  Bay,  WI 
. . Beaver  Dam,  WI 

Appleton,  WI 

Wausau,  WI 

. . . Milwaukee,  WI 
. . . Milwaukee,  WI 

Blenker,  WI 

. . Mazomanie,  WI 
. . . Milwaukee,  WI 

Racine,  WI 

. . . Milwaukee,  WI 

Rockton,  IL 

. . . San  Diego,  CA 

Beloit,  WI 

. . . Milwaukee,  WI 

Rockford,  IL 

Berlin,  WI 

Waupaca,  WI 

. . . Milwaukee,  WI 

Racine,  WI 

. . Wis.  Rapids,  WI 
. . . Milwaukee,  WI 
. . . Green  Bay,  WI 
. . . Milwaukee,  WI 
. . Wis.  Rapids,  WI 

Wausau,  WI 

Rio,  WI 

Beloit,  WI 

. Union  Grove,  WI 
. Union  Grove,  WI 

Appleton,  WI 

Iola,  WI 

Stevens  Point,  WI 
New  York  City,  NY 
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THE  OFFICERS 


NOW 


1960-1962  President  Robert  Branigan 
Vice  Pres.  Russell  Porter 
Sec./Treas.  Herb  Demonowski 

Board  of  Governors 

Merle  Jacoby 
Arthur  Giere 
Conrad  Schepp 
Floyd  Janney 
Richard  Yeoman 
Chester  Krause 
Ronald  Selig 
Harry  Collura 
Gordon  Gill 


1962-1964  President  Chester  Krause 
Vice  Pres.  Ralph  Parker 
Sec./Treas.  Gene  Johnson 

Board  of  Governors 

Ronald  Selig 
Harry  Collura 
Gordon  Gill 
Lyle  Thomas 
Gene  Johnson 
Roy  Miller 
Ron  Calkins 
Floyd  Janney 
Richard  Yeoman 


Chester  Krause 


1964-1966  President  Ralph  Parker 
Vice  Pres.  Gordon  Gill 
Sec./Treas.  James  Kroepfl 

Board  of  Governors 

Floyd  Janney 
Richard  Yeoman 
Ron  Calkins 
Tom  Fruit 
Harry  Collura 
Monte  Sherwin 
Gene  Johnson 
Roy  Miller 


Ralph  Parker 


THE  OFFICERS 


NOW 


1966-1968  President  Gordon  Gill 

Vice  Pres.  Gene  Johnson 

Sec./Treas.  Mrs.  Robt.  Stratton 

Board  of  Governors 

Ron  Calkins 
Tom  Fruit 
Harry  Collura 
Monte  Sherwin 
Richard  Anderson 
James  Medd 
Virgil  Jackson 
Harry  Jarvis 
Greg  McHenry 
Del  Bertschy 
Bill  Spencer 
James  Kroepfl 


Gordon  Gill 


1968-1970  President  Gene  Johnson 

Vice  Pres.  James  Kroepfl 

Sec./Treas.  Richard  Anderson 

Board  of  Governors 

James  Medd 
Gordon  Gill 
Roy  Miller 
Richard  Anderson 
Ralph  Parker 
Cliff  Mishler 
Virgil  Jackson 
Del  Bertschy 
Art  Zoellner 
Glen  Williams 
Cliff  Manthe 
Gale  Highsmith 


Gene  Johnson 


1970-1972  President  James  Medd 

Vice  Pres.  Richard  Anderson 

Sec./Treas.  Mike  Segersin 

Board  of  Governors 

James  Kroepfl  * 

Cliff  Manthe 
Gordon  Gill 
Roy  Miller 
Ralph  Parker 
Cliff  Mishler 
Virgil  Jackson 
Del  Bertschy 
Art  Zoellner 
Gale  Highsmith 
Tom  Fruit 
Floyd  Janney 


James  Medd 
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THE  OFFICERS 


NOW 


1972-1974  President  Richard  Anderson 

Vice  Pres.  Cliff  Mishler 

Sec./Treas.  Kurt  Krueger 

Board  of  Governors 

Art  Zoellner 
Gale  Highsmith 
Tom  Fruit 
Floyd  Janney 
Virgil  Jackson 
Roy  Miller 
Ray  Phillips 
Fred  Voecks 
Cliff  Manthe 
Gordon  Gill 
Mike  Segersin 
Gene  Johnson 


Richard  Anderson 


1974-1976 


President  Cliff  Mishler 

Vice  Pres.  Gale  Highsmith 

Sec./Treas.  Betty  Finner 


Board  of  Governors 

Harry  Collins 
Gordon  Gill 
Cliff  Manthe 
Mike  Segersin 
Ken  Bressett 
Floyd  Janney 
Harold  Prieve 
Art  Zoellner 
Marion  Anderson 
Virgil  Jackson 
Kurt  Krueger 
Fritz  Voecks 


<4 

Clifford  Mishler 


1976-1978  President  Kurt  Krueger 

Vice  Pres.  Monte  Sherwin 

Sec./Treas.  Richard  Phelps 

Board  of  Governors 

Marion  Anderson 
Virgil  Jackson 
Harold  Helm 
Fritz  Voecks 
Del  Bertschy 
Gordon  Gill 
Cliff  Manthe 
Mike  Segersin 
Ken  Bressett 
Don  Clark 
Floyd  Janney 
Dick  Anderson 


Kurt  Krueger 
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THE  OFFICERS 


NOW 


1978-1980  President  Monte  Sherwin 

Vice  Pres.  Del  Bertschy 

Sec./Treas.  Jerry  Tillung 

Board  of  Governors 

Ken  Bressett 
Don  Clark 
Floyd  Janney 
Dick  Anderson 
Harold  Helm 
Fritz  Voecks 
Gene  Johnson 
Betty  Finner 
Mark  Ferguson 
Bob  Lemke 
Richard  Phelps 
Mike  Tiesling 


1980-1982  President  Mike  Segersin 

Vice  Pres.  Harold  Helm 

Sec./Treas.  Jerry  Tillung 

Board  of  Governors 

Richard  Phelps 
Mike  Tiesling 
Bob  Lemke 
Ken  Bressett 
Vicky  Klausch 
Peter  Phillips 
Len  Roosmalen 
Del  Bertschy 
Richard  Anderson 
Robert  Kraft 
Tom  Fruit 


1982-1984 


President 
Vice  Pres. 
Sec./Treas. 


Harold  Helm 
Robert  Kraft 
Harold  Collins 


Board  of  Governors 

Jerry  Tillung 
Cliff  Manthe 
Carol  Janney 
Len  Roosmalen 
Virgil  Jackson 
Monte  Sherwin 
Gordon  Gill 
Leo  Neidinger 
Del  Bertschy 
Richard  Anderson 
Tom  Fruit 
Kevin  Foley 


Monte  Sherwin 


Mike  Segersin 


Harold  Helm 
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THE  OFFICERS 


NOW 


1984-1986  President  Robert  Kraft 

Vice  Pres.  Carol  Janney 

Sec./Treas.  Mike  Tramte 

Board  of  Governors 

Nancy  Wilson 
Randy  Miller 
Monte  Sherwin 
Gordon  Gill 
Del  Bertschy 
Richard  Anderson 
Tom  Fruit 
Harold  Collins 
Jerry  Tillung 
Cliff  Man  the 
Robert  Van  Ryzin 
Dave  Hunsicker 


Robert  Kraft 


AGE  25 

Twenty  five  years,  a quarter  century  of  numismatics,  marked  by  chang- 
ing goals  and  aspirations  among  collectors,  professional  numismatists, 
numismatic  related  business,  investors  and  fellow  travelers.  What  period 
was  the  zenith  of  the  hobby’s  past  glory?  While  this  would  depend  on  each 
individual,  the  growth  years  of  the  1950’s  seem  to  have  nurtured  many  of  the 
long  time,  hard  core  collectors,  dealers  and  business  related  standbys  of 
NOW.  The  decade  of  the  1960’s  and  the  inception  of  NOW  contributed  many 
transcient  faces,  coin  clubs  sprung  up,  grew  and  flourished,  it  seemed  the 
sky  was  the  limit  for  exhibiting,  generation  of  new  numismatic  information 
and  financial  appreciation  of  numismatic  holdings. 

The  1970’s  seemed  to  be  the  “Big  Band”  era  of  numismatics.  The  mobile 
well  informed  hobbyists  of  the  national  level  were  at  the  coin  conventions, 
“experts”  were  everywhere,  ANA  came  to  the  clubs  with  progams,  news- 
letters, coin  week  promotions,  recognition  at  local  club  levels,  young 
numismatist  programs  and  in-depth  numismatic  writings.  The  revolution 
in  coin  cataloging  was  largly  Wisconsin  based,  never  before  had  so  much 
hobby  information  been  available  to  so  many. 

And  now  the  1980’s,  the  bullion  rush  and  profusion  of  coin  shows,  club 
sponsored  and  commercial,  the  decline  and  fall  of  exhibiting  — a changing 
scene. 

Whatever  lies  ahead  in  Wisconsin  numismatics  will  be  measured,  perhaps 
some  of  the  bench  marks  will  lie  within  the  first  25  years  of  NOW.  G.J. 

25  YEAR  BOOKLET 

Thanks  to  Chet  Krause  for  his  excellent  1985  overview  of  NOW,  Cliff 
Mishler  for  his  considerable  help  with  photographic  work,  Ron  Calkins  and 
Krause  Publications  for  the  loan  of  photos,  and  Harold  Helm,  Dick 
Anderson  and  Mike  Tramte  for  suggestions  and  guidance  in  creating  this 
25th  anniversary  booklet. 

Gerald  “Gene"  Johnson 
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NOW  THE  CONVENTIONS 


1st  Annual  Convention 

1961  May  19-20-21 

Pfister  Hotel  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin 

Host  Club  - Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society 


FIRST  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 
NUMISMATISTS  OF  WISCONSIN  (NOW) 

The  Convention  Staff — 

GENERAL  CHAIRMEN 

Gale  Highsmith 
Robert  Branigan 

BOURSE  CHAIRMAN Harry  Collura 

EXHIBITS  CHAIRMAN Walter  Boeyer 

OFFICERS  OF  N.  O.  W. 

PRESIDENT ROBERT  BRANNIGAN 

VICE  PRESIDENT RUSSELL  PORTER 

SECRETARY HERBERT  DEMANOUSKE 


BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS 

Richard  Yeoman,  Racine,  Wisconsin 
Merle  Jacoby,  Beaver  Dam,  Wisconsin 
Clayton  High,  Eau  Claire,  Wisconsin 
Chet  Krause,  Iola,  Wisconsin 
Russell  Selig,  Appleton,  Wisconsin 
Floyd  Janey,  Waukesha,  Wisconsin 
Conrad  Schepp,  Wausau,  Wisconsin 
Arthur  Glere,  Galesville,  Wisconsin 
Erland  Otterholt,  Janesville,  Wisconsin 


rst 

NUMISMATISTS 


ucil  convention 

OF  WISCONSIN  (NOW) 


AUCTION  SALE 


MAY  19-20-21,  1961 

HOTEL  PFISTER,  MILWAUKEE,  WISC. 
HOST  - - MILWAUKEE  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY 


ORDER  OF  SALE 


FIRST  SESSION  - Friday,  7:00  P.  M. 

Lots  #2001  through  #2558 

SECOND  SESSION  - Saturday,  1:00  P.  M. 
Lots  #2559  to  End  of  Sale 


TO  BE  SOLD  WITHOUT  RESERVE 


1960-1985 


Rare  l Hitrrf  Stairs 

Forrifw  and  inrirnl  Coins 

( . >'.  I iirrrnrs  mill  Medals 


Sale  Conducted  b\  flames 

LICENSED  and  BONDED  AUCTIONEER 

WORLD  \l  MISM  tTKJl  FS.  I\<  . 

Three  Thirty  Three  West  First  Street.  Dayton  2 Ohio 


JAMfs  KELLY  President 


HELEN  PR  If  F Trfavurrr 
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NOW 


THE  CONVENTIONS 


2nd  Annual  Convention 

1962  May  19-20 

Masonic  Temple  Appleton,  Wisconsin 

Host  Club  - Fox  Valley  Coin  Club  Russ  Selig-  Chm. 

3rd  Annual  Convention 

1963  May  10-11-12 

Holleb  House  Racine,  Wisconsin 

Host  Club  - Racine  Numismatic  Society  Paul  Albreo-  Chm. 

4th  Annual  Convention 

1964  June  5-6-7 

Park  Motor  Inn  Madison,  Wisconsin 

Host  Club  - Madison  Coin  Club  Ron  Calkins-  Chm. 

5th  Annual  Convention 

1965  June  4-5-6 

Northland  Hotel  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin 

Host  Club  - Nicolet  Coin  Club  Tom  Fruit-  Chm. 


6th  Annual  Convention 

1966  June  10-11-12 

Mary  Sawyer  Aud.  LaCrosse,  Wisconsin 

Host  Club  - LaCrosse  Coin  Club  Greg  McHenry-  Chm. 

7th  Annual  Convention 

1967  June  10-11 

Memorial  Center  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin 

Host  Club  - Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society  Gale  Highsmith-  Chm. 

8th  Annual  Convention 

1968  June  8-9 

Racine  Motor  Inn  Racine,  Wisconsin 

Host  Club  - Racine  Numismatic  Society  Don  Frost-  Chm. 

9th  Annual  Convention 

1969  June  28-29 

Park  Motor  Inn  Madison,  Wisconsin 

Host  Club  - Madison  Coin  Club  Ron  Calkins-  Chm. 


10th  Annual  Convention 

1970  June  13-14 

Northland  Hotel  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin 
Host  Club  - Nicolet  Coin  Club 

11th  Annual  Convention 

1971  June  12-13 

Labor  Temple  Wausau,  Wisconsin 

Host  Club  - Wis.  Valley  Coin  Club 

12th  Annual  Convention 

1972  June  10-11 

Park  Motor  Inn  Madison,  Wisconsin 

Host  Club  - Madison  Coin  Club 

13th  Annual  Convention 

1973  May  26-27 

Racine  Motor  Inn  Racine,  Wisconsin 
Host  Club  - Racine  Numismatic  Society 


James  Medd-  Chm. 


Ed  Rahn-  Chm. 


Glen  Dirreen-  Chm. 


Roy  Miller-  Chm. 
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THE  CONVENTIONS 


14th  Annual  Convention 

1974  May  4-5 

Waukesha  Expo  Center  Waukesha,  Wisconsin 

Host  Club  - Waukesha  Coin  Club  Leo  Neidinger-  Chm. 

15th  Annual  Convention 

1975  May  17-18 

Red  Carpet  Inn  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin 

Host  Club  - Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society  Del  Bertschy-  Chm. 

16th  Annual  Convention 

1976  May  15-16 

Holiday  Inn  West  Madison,  Wisconsin 

Host  Club  - Madison  Coin  Club  Glen  Dirreen-  Chm. 


17th  Annual  Convention 

1977  April  30-May  1st 

Brown  Co.  Arena  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin 

Host  Club  - Nicolet  Coin  Club  Mike  Segersin-  Chm. 

18th  Annual  Convention 

1978  May  5-6-7 

Civic  Center  Eau  Claire,  Wisconsin 

Host  Club  - Eau  Claire  Coin  Club  Jerry  Tillung-  Chm. 

19th  Annual  Convention 

1979  May  4-5 

Red  Carpet  Inn  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin 

Host  Club  - Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society  Del  Bertschy-  Chm. 


20th  Annual  Convention 

1980  May  10-11 

Waukesha  Expo  Center  Waukesha,  Wisconsin 

Host  Club  - Waukesha  Coin  Club  Leo  Neidinger-  Chm. 


21st  Annual  Convention 

1981  May  9-10 

Valley  Inn  Neenah-Menasha,  Wisconsin 

Host  Club  - Fox  Valley  Coin  Club  Richard  Anderson-  Chm. 


22nd  Annual  Convention 

1982  May  15-16 

Sheraton  Motel  Madison,  Wisconsin 

Host  Club  - Madison  Coin  Club  Robert  Kraft-  Chm. 

23rd  Annual  Convention 

1983  March  25-26-27 

MECCA  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin 

Host  Club  - Milwaukee  South  Shore  Kevin  Foley-  Chm. 

24th  Annual  Convention 

1984  April  14-15 

Brown  Co.  Arena  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin 

Host  Club  - Nicolet  Coin  Club  Tom  Fruit-  Chm. 

25th  Annual  Convention 

1985  May  25-26 

Paper  Inn  Appleton,  Wisconsin 

Host  Club  - Fox  Valley  Coin  Club  Robert  Van  Ryzin-  Chm. 
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NOW  THE  NEWSLETTER 

NOW  News  was  first  published  in  1963,  the  newsletter  was  the  brain  child 
of  second  NOW  president  Chet  Krause.  Ronald  Calkins  of  Mazomanie  was 
appointed  editor,  and  in  the  Spring,  Ron  was  also  elected  to  the  NOW  Board 
of  Governors.  In  the  initial  issue  of  NOW  News,  Calkins  described  the 
purpose  of  the  new  paper  in  this  way; 

Your  New  Paper 

This  is  the  first  issue  of  N.O.W.  News,  the  answer  (we  hope)  to 
the  often  asked  question,  “wouldn’t  a N.O.W.  paper  keep  Wiscon- 
sin collectors  in  closer  touch  with  each  other?”  (an  avowed  purpose 
of  N.O.W.). 

With  our  membership  growing,  and  interest  in  numismatics  at 
its  tremendous  pitch,  we  hope  this  effort  will  induce  a movement 
of  collectors  within  the  state  to  travel  to  the  various  coin  shows  to 
meet  the  other  collectors.  In  this  way  we  will  broaden  the 
numismatic  horizons  of  all  of  us  through  publicizing  Wisconsin 
events  of  interest  in  our  new  N.O.W.  paper. 

Editor  Calkins  also  nicely  outlined  the  reason  for  the  creation  of  a yearly 
“State  Convention”  to  be  held  in  Wisconsin; 

The  purpose  of  the  state  convention  is  to  provide  an  annual 
get-together  for  members  from  35  local  clubs  in  Wisconsin,  plus 
offering  a chance  for  a public  display  of  coins  giving  an  oppor- 
tunity for  collectors  to  exchange  information  and  coins. 


The  first  of  the  NOW  News  editors,  Ron  Calkins, 
here  with  his  son,  David,  pose  with  broken  bank 
notes  in  this  1963  photo. 
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NOW  THE  NEWSLETTER 

NOW  had  a paid  membership  of  350  persons  in  1963.  The  first  three  issues 
of  NOW  News  were  printed  on  an  eight  and  one  half  by  fourteen  inch  size 
format,  with  the  number  of  pages  running  from  four  to  eight  pages.  The 
fourth  issue  of  Volume  One  was  printed  on  standard  eight  and  one  half  by 
eleven  size  sheets  with  a higher  quality  paper  providing  better  photo 
reproductions.  This  fourth  issue  was  also  punched  for  a three  ring  binder. 
NOW  dues  were  set  at  $1.00  per  year,  as  since  the  inception  of  the 
organization. 

The  big  news  of  the  winter  edition  of  NOW  News  was  the  decision  by  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  to  build  a “National  Headquarters”  in 
the  City  of  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado.  Wisconsin  was  interested  in  the 
“Headquarters”. 

A.N.A.  Home  Officials  Receive 
Invitation  to  Visit  Wisconsin 

Members  of  the  site  selection  committee  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  have  received  an  invitation  from  the 
mayor  of  the  city  of  Prairie  du  Chien,  to  select  one  of  a number  of 
attractive  locations  in  that  community  for  the  projected  A.N.A. 

Home  and  Headquarters,  which  the  city  will  donate  free  from  local 
and  state  taxes. 

Mayor  Edward  G.  Farrell,  in  letters  sent  to  A.N.A.  president  P.K. 
Anderson;  Matt  H.  Rothert,  first  vice-president;  governors  Ralph 
Cleaver  & Charles  Johnson,  and  Don  Sherer,  A.N.A.  secretary, 
outlined  the  rich  historical  heritage  of  the  city.  Prairie  du  Chien,  he 
pointed  out,  is  a community  that  has  lived  under  three  flags;  the  French, 
the  British  & the  American,  and  is  the  second  oldest  city  in 
Wisconsin. 


1st  NOW  Medal 

1964  NOW  Membership  now  stood  at  511  paid  up  members,  with  a goal  of 
800  members  set  for  the  year  1965.  The  Baraboo  Coin  Club  became  the  first 
NOW  member  club  to  borrow  the  new  NOW  exhibit  cases  for  their  Summer 
show. 
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NOW  THE  NEWSLETTER 

Included  in  the  December  issue  of  NOW  News  was  a listing  of  the  thirty- 
five  active  coin  clubs  in  the  state  of  Wisconsin. 


Baraboo  Coin  Club 

1st  Tuesday  - 8 p.m. 
City  Hall 

Clarence  Rudolf 
404  2nd  Avenue 
Baraboo,  Wisconsin 

Beaver  Dam  Coin  Club 

3rd  Thursday  - 8 p.m. 
Lake  Taho  Country  Club 

Ed  Kellom 

Rt.  1 - Box  108 

Beaver  Dam,  Wisconsin 

Beloit  Coin  Club 

1st  Tuesday 
YMCA 

Leonard  Lockwood 
1116  Hinsdale  Avenue 
Beloit,  Wisconsin 

Chateau  Coin  Club 

1st  & 3rd  Tuesday  - 8 p.m. 
Log  Chateau 

Donald  S.  Johnson 
632  Madison  Street 
Oconto,  Wisconsin 

Chippewa  Valley  Coin  Club 

1st  & 3rd  Thursday  - 7:30  p.m. 

Eau  Claire  Recreation  Dept.  Bldg. 

Mrs.  Maurice  H.  Nelson 
1528  Garfield  Avenue 
Altoona,  Wisconsin  54720 

Decorah  Coin  Club 

2nd  & 4th  Tuesday 
Public  Library 

Carl  Groth 

237  S.  Street 

West  Bend,  Wisconsin 

Elkhorn  Coin  Club 

1st  Wednesday 
Elkhorn  Library  Basement 

112  Eames  Street 
Elkhorn,  Wisconsin 

Fishbowl  Coin  Club 

2nd  Thursday  - 8 p.m. 
Walter  Shramek’s  Resort 

Rev.  Joseph  Kelchak 
% Shramek’s  Resort 
Siren,  Wisconsin 

Fond  Du  Lac  Coin  Club 

2nd  & 4th  Thursday 
City  Hall 

Alex  Kaiser 

316  E.  Scott  Street 

Fond  du  Lac,  Wisconsin 

Fox  Valley  Coin  Club 

1st  & 3rd  Tuesday 
Appleton  City  Hall 

Alice  Miller 
813  John  Street 
Menasha,  Wisconsin 

Janesville  Coin  Club 

1st  Thursday 
YMCA 

Rose  Jackson 

1321  Mineral  Point  Avenue 
Janesville,  Wisconsin 

Jefferson  Lutheran  Coin 
And  Stamp  Club 

% Mrs.  Donald  Lee 
Wilson  Street 
Jefferson,  Wisconsin 

Kenosha  Coin  Club 

1st  Thursday 
Sheridan  Bowling  Lanes 

Gene  Anderson 
6833  22nd  Avenue 
Kenosha,  Wisconsin 

La  Crosse  Coin  Club 

1st  Tuesday 
Linker  Hotel 

Mrs.  Eileen  Felber 
1471  Redfield  Street 
La  Crosse,  Wisconsin 

Lakeshore  Coin  Club 

1st  Thursday 
Manitowoc  Savings  Bank 

Alfred  Grimm 
2412  Lincoln  Avenue 
Two  Rivers,  Wisconsin 

Madison  Coin  Club 

2nd  Monday  - Historical 
Society  Library  - Sellory  Rm. 

Ronald  Calkins 
Box  1412 

Madison,  Wisconsin  53701 
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Madison  YMCA  Youth’s  Coin  Club 

Each  Monday  - 5-6  p.m. 

YMCA 

Mrs.  Reagles 

1515  Rutledge  Street  - Apt.  1 
Madison  4,  Wisconsin 

Marshfield  Coin  Club 

2nd  Monday 
Gas  Company 

Charles  Eberhardy 
P.O.  Box  91 
Marshfield,  Wisconsin 

Monroe  Coin  Club 

Last  Tuesday  - 8 p.m. 
1st  National  Bank 

Doug  Watson 
Box  38 

Monroe,  Wisconsin 

Neenah-Menasha  Coin  Club 

1st  Thursday  - 7:30  p.m. 
Menasha  Library 

Richard  Anderson 
408  Racine  Street 
Menasha,  Wisconsin 

Nicolet  Coin  Club 

2nd  & 4th  Tuesday 
Green  Bay  YMCA 

Milton  F.  Detert 
715  Lincoln  Street 
Green  Bay,  Wisconsin 

Oostburg  Cedar  Grove 

2nd  Wednesday 

Faye  Schinn 

Sheboygan  Falls,  Wisconsin 

Oshkosh  Coin  Club 

1st  & 3rd  Wednesday 
1st  National  Bank 

Mrs.  Rose  Luker 
107  Bellaire  Lane 
Oshkosh,  Wisconsin 

Paper  Cities  Coin  Club 

2nd  & 4th  Thursday 
Port  Edwards  YMCA 

Thomas  Sanford 
620  Baker  Street 
Wisconsin  Rapids,  Wisconsin 

Racine  Numismatic  Society 

2nd  Thursday 
Catholic  Center 

Milan  Alusic 
2021  West  Blvd. 
Racine,  Wisconsin 

Richland  Center  Coin  Club 

2nd  Tuesday 
Krouskop  Store 

Evan  Myers 

Rt.  3 - Box  195 

Richland  Center,  Wisconsin 

State  Line  Coin  Club 

Randall,  Wisconsin 

Sheboygan  Coin  Club 

Every  other  Tuesday 
Grand  Hotel 

Jerome  Witthuhn 
1605  N.  19th  Street 
Sheboygan,  Wisconsin 

Tomah  Coin  Club 

3rd  Tuesday 
Public  Library 

D.W.  Snowberry 
112  E.  Saratoga  Street 
Tomah,  Wisconsin 

Viroqiia  Coin  Club 

2nd  Wednesday 

Waukesha  Coin  Club 

Fred  Sayles 
12450  W.  Center 
Brookfield,  Wisconsin 

Whitewater  Coin  Club 

3rd  Monday  - 8 p.m. 
Armory 

Jack  De  Lisle 
108  N.  1st  Street 
Whitewater,  Wisconsin 

Wisconsin  Valley  Coin  Club 

1st  & 3rd  Tuesday 
Marathon  County  Museum 

Connie  Schepp 
2007  7th  Avenue 
Wausau,  Wisconsin 

YMCA  Teenagers  Coin  Club 

New  Central  YMCA  - Room  213 

915  W.  Wisconsin  Avenue 
Milwaukee  3,  Wisconsin 
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In  the  Spring  issue  of  NOW  News,  it  was  announced  that  NOW  would 
purchase  twenty-four  standard  ANA  coin  display  cases  and  four  shipping 
carriers.  The  purpose  of  the  purchase  was  to  provide  coin  cases  for  exhibits 
at  local  shows  within  the  state.  These  cases  were  to  be  available  to  any  NOW 
member  club  for  the  cost  of  shipment  to  the  show  site. 

In  the  post  convention  issue  of  the  NOW  News,  the  first  major  disaster  in 
NOW  history  was  recorded  when  thieves  stole  coins  from  the  automobile  of 
dealer  Floyd  Janney  at  the  Madison  1964  NOW  show. 

Floyd  Janney  of  Waukesha,  Wis.  and  a member  of  the  Milwaukee 
Numismatic  Society,  reported  to  County  police  that  between 
$15,000  and  $20,000  in  coins  & currency  was  stolen  from  Janney’s 
car  while  attending  the  N.O.W.  convention  at  the  Park  Motor  Inn. 

The  auto  was  locked  and  was  parked  in  the  Dane  County 
parking  ramp,  which  is  one  block  from  the  convention  site. 

Numismatics  was  a fast  growing  hobby  in  the  year  1965,  and  NOW  News 
had  grown  to  fourteen  pages.  The  Spring  issue  carried  the  news  of  the  big 
Krause  Publications  expansion. 

Wisconsin  Publisher  Expands 

The  50,000  dollar  expansion  of  Krause  Publications,  home  of 
Numismatic  News  & Coins  Magazine  is  nearing  completion  at 
Iola,  Wis.  A new  brick  and  block  modern  wing  will  more  than 
double  the  work  area  of  the  present  structure,  and  make  possible 
seven  new  offices.  Reason  for  the  expansion  is  the  enlarging  of  the 
Krause  staff  to  33  full-time  employees. 


Another  exciting  happening  was  the  opening  of  a dandy  new  upstate  Coin 
Shop. 


Fred  Voecks  Opens  New  Store 

The  Fox  Valley  Coin  Exchange,  boasting  one  of  the  finest  and 
most  modern  facilities  in  the  Midwest,  has  recently  opened  for 
business  in  downtown  Appleton. 

The  new  quarters  feature  private  carpeted  offices,  walk-in  vaults 
and  up-to-the-minute  teletype  service. 
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1965  was  a great  numismatic  year,  and  the  Coin  Club  getting  the  most 
NOW  News  ink  was  the  very  active  Beaver  Dam  club.  The  big  Numismatic 
item  of  the  year  was  the  1913  Liberty  Head  Nickel  owned  and  displayed  by 
Milwaukee  dealer  J.V.  McDermott  which  was  making  the  rounds  at  the 
Wisconsin  shows.  NOW  Secretary  Jim  Kroepfl  and  Vice  President  Gordon 
Gill  hit  the  local  coin  club  speaking  circuit,  providing  programs  for  six  local 
coin  clubs. 

The  year  1966  will  be  remembered  as  the  year  NOW  members  were 
saddened  by  the  death  of  a prominent  Wisconsin  numismatist. 


Owner  of  1913  Nickle  Dies 

J.  V.  (Mac)  McDermott,  owner  of  one  of  the  five  famous  1913 
Liberty  Head  Nickels,  died  on  Sept.  29  in  Milwaukee.  68  years  old 
at  his  death,  the  former  steeplejack  turned  coin  dealer,  is  survived 
by  his  wife,  Elizabeth.  McDermott’s  nickle  was  by  far  the  best 
known  and  the  most  widely  viewed  of  the  5 1913  Liberty  Head 
specimens.  Because  of  his  travels  to  which  his  nickel  was  exposed, 
Mac’s  name  became  synonymous  with  its  fame. 

Reportedly  offered  up  to  $50,000  for  the  1913  Liberty  Head, 
McDermott  repeatedly  declined  offers  and  instead  continued  to 
generously  exhibit  his  coin  at  any  show  that  requested  it. 


1913  Liberty  Nickel  to  be  Sold 

James  Kelly  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  recently  announced  he  has  been 
consigned  to  sell  the  J.V.  McDermott  liberty  nickel  at  the  coming 
A.N.A.  convention.  The  show  will  be  held  in  Miami  Beach.  Florida, 
August  8-12. 
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Inflation  arrived  in  June  of  1967  when  NOW  dues  were  doubled  to  $2.00 
per  member,  and  the  United  States  government  moved  to  “free”  silver. 


Government  Cuts  Silver  Sales 

The  government  will  no  longer  sell  silver  to  anyone  but  domestic 
concerns  using  silver  in  their  business.  At  the  same  time  it  was 
announced  that  the  treasury  intends  to  use  the  powers  given  it  by 
the  Coinage  Act  of  1965.  This  act  gives  the  Sec.  of  Treasury 
authority  to  prohibit  or  regulate  the  melting,  treatment  or  export  of 
any  U.S.  silver  coins.  All  of  the  “collectors”  who  have  been 
hoarding  silver  coins  may  find  it  difficult  to  legally  make  much 
profit  on  them.  And  to  think  the  same  amount  of  money  invested  in 
the  bank  would  have  doubled  in  value  in  about  15  years  — and 
been  legal  too.  This  silver  problem  is  more  than  5 years  old.  Will 
the  price  of  silver  really  double  in  the  next  ten  years?  And  will 
bootleg  melting  operations  give  full  value  to  the  hoarders  even  if 
silver  does  go  up?  Seems  like  the  savings  account  could  turn  out  to 
be  a far  better  investment  after  all.  (And  it’s  legal  too.  To  violate 
the  Coin  Act  of  1965  can  bring  a fine  of  $10,000  or  5 years  in  prison 
or  both.) 


The  first  issue  of  NOW  News  in  1968  ended  the  use  of  the  eight  and  one 
half  by  eleven  inch  size  format.  The  new  seven  by  eight  and  one  half  size  was 
printed  by  Galaxy  Printing  of  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin.  On  the  local  show 
scene,  a mind  boggeling  paper  money  display  appeared  for  the  first  time  in 
the  state  of  Wisconsin. 


The  U.S.  Treasury  Department  billion  dollar  paper  money  exhibit 
made  its  initial  Wisconsin  appearance  at  the  1968  N.O.W.  show 
hosted  by  the  Racine  Numismatic  Society.  The  “Billion  Dollar 
Exhibit”  consisted  of  two  $500,000,000  and  two  $100,000,000 
treasury  notes,  $100,000  gold  certificates,  federal  reserve  notes  of 
each  Federal  Reserve  District  and  currency  in  various  stages  of 
production. 
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1968  also  marked  the  first  time  that  ad  copy  was  accepted  in  NOW  News. 
A new  editor,  Gerald  “Gene”  Johnson  took  over  the  reins  from  the  team  of 
Ron  and  Phyllis  Calkins. 

On  the  national  scene,  gold  was  in  the  news. 

U.S.  Gold  Stockpile  Hits  Lowest  Point  Since  1936 

Despite  the  establishment  of  a two-tier  gold  market  and  other 
efforts  to  stop  the  Treasury’s  gold  loss,  the  agency  reported  a drain 
of  $156  million  which  dropped  the  U.S.  gold  stockpile  to  a 32  year 
low,  according  to  figures  released  by  the  Federal  Reserve  Board. 

Total  gold  bullion  reserves  amount  to  $10,547  billion,  the  lowest 
level  since  May  20,  1936,  when  reserves  totaled  $10,375  billion. 

Domestically,  U.S.  officials  have  told  Congress  that  unless  taxes 
are  raised  and  the  domestic  and  international  deficits  are  brought 
closer  to  balance,  the  nation  faces  another  gold  crisis  even  more 
damaging  than  the  March  1968  crisis. 

Meanwhile,  Donald  H.  McLaughlin,  chairman  of  the  board  of 
Homestake  Mining  Company,  recently  charged  that  the  U.S. 
Government  has  created  its  own  problems  by  “speculating”  in 
gold  and  keeping  its  price  at  a pegged  $35  an  ounce. 

Asked  about  the  possibility  of  ownership  of  gold  by  private 
citizens,  McLaughlin  said  he  was  very  much  in  favor  of  having  all 
restrictions  on  gold  removed. 


OF  THE  LAKES 

Back  on  the  Wisconsin  scepe,  a couple  of  state  publications  were  making 
news  of  a different  sort. 

Whitman  Journal  Dies 

Announcement  has  come  from  Racine  that  the  “Whitman 
Numismatic  Journal”  has  ceased  publication  with  the  December, 

1968  issue. 

The  fine  little  slick  magazine  never  did  find  popular  support 
within  the  hobby,  although  it  was  brilliantly  edited  and  excep- 
tional in  literary  content. 

Richard  Yoeman  (N.O.W.  #12)  in  announcing  the  cessation  of 
the  “Journal”  said  the  magazine  would  not  be  replaced  by  another 
publication. 
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“NEWS”  Now  Weekly 

While  one  Wisconsin  publication  was  quietly  bowing  out,  (Whit- 
man Coin  Journal),  another  coin  periodical  was  doubling  its 
exposure.  Starting  with  the  January  issues,  Numismatic  News 
of  Iola  will  begin  a weekly  publishing  frequency.  The  acceleration 
is  designed  to  give  readers  and  advertisers  the  maximum  in  timely 
exposure  by  a hobby  publication. 


Wisconsin  exhibitors  received  a real  boost  in  the  Fall  of  the  year  1969  from 
a very  progressive  move  by  the  Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society.  The 
grading  system  developed  by  MNS  soon  became  the  standard  for  the  state 
and  the  basis  for  the  NOW  grading  system  for  exhibits. 


Unveiling  M.N.S.  New  Exhibit  Grading  System 

The  1969  Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society  fall  show  marked  an 
interesting  club  inovation  in  the  “sensitive”  area  of  exhibit 
judging.  In  an  effort  to  more  fairly  and  uniformly  compare 
exhibits,  a “framework”  was  created  by  the  Milwaukee  Club  in  the 
form  of  a “Point  System  — Judging”. 

Within  this  framework  all  judges,  ex- 
perienced and  otherwise,  have  much  more 
explicit  guide  lines  to  follow  in  the  five 
critical  areas  of  exhibit  judging.  The 
hoped  for  end  result  is  uniformity  — or 
consistency  of  quality  in  exhibit  judging. 

(Which  really  amounts  to  a “fair  shake” 
for  all  exhibit  makers.) 

The  following  is  the  complete  text  of 
the  preliminary  Milwaukee  point  system 
draft. 


Point  System  — Judging 

Max.  Pts.  Av.  Pts. 


Numismatic  Information 30  15 

Arrangement  & Eye  Appeal  30  15 

Scope  and  Completeness  20  10 

Condition  20  10 

Rarity  20  10 


120  60 


The  new  system  standardized  the  exhibit  grading  format,  and  with  the 
new  inclusion  of  Scope  and  Completeness,  put  the  narrow  but  technically 
complete  display  into  a proper  perspective  in  relationship  to  five  and  ten 
case  exhibits.  Rarity  was  also  put  into  its  more  reasonable  relationship. 

There  were  now  only  nineteen  active  coin  clubs  in  the  state  of  Wisconsin. 
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The  NOW  Show  at  Green  Bay  in  1970  not  only  had  two  of  the  finest 
national  coin  collecting  panelists  in  Richard  “Dick”  Yeoman  and  Chet 
Krause,  but  a bonified  expert  from  out  East; 


Val  Pasvolsky  - Quite  a Guy! 

The  old  saying,  “Any  man  more  than  60  miles  from  home  is 
considered  an  expert,”  must  surely  apply  to  the  N.O.W.  Show 
Headliner,  Val  Pasvolsky. 

Val  drove  1300  miles  to  bring  his  fabulous  collection  of  Indian 
numismatics  and  colonial  currency  to  the  Green  Bay  Show.  But 
expert  is  not  a big  enough  word  for  the  world  of  knowledge  Val 
Pasvolsky  brought  to  our  midwest.  The  displays  were  fantastic, 
the  material  ultra  rare,  and  genuine.  (Quite  a feat  in  this  era  of 
reproductions.) 

The  information  implanted  on  the  exhibits  was  excellent  but 
Val’s  narratives  and  in-depth  answers  to  queries  held  the  display 
visitors  enthralled.  Val’s  knowledgeable  appraisal  of  all  brought 
before  him  quietly  pointed  up  his  tremendous  grasp  of  historical 
chronology  and  record.  Val  talked  till  he  was  voiceless,  then  “took 
on  water”  and  continued  to  answer  the  endless  queries  of  an 
attentive  audience. 


In  1971  the  NOW  convention  moved  to  the  North  Country  at  Wausau, 
Wisconsin,  where  the  United  States  government  “Billion  Dollar  Exhibit” 
made  its  second  Wisconsin'  appearance.  NOW  was  honored  with  the 
attendance  of  the  President  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association. 


1971  N.O.W.  — Pittman  Was  There 

State  coin  collectors  were  afforded  the  opportunity  of  “rubbing 
elbows”  with  the  knowledgeable  and  witty  A.N.A.  President-Elect, 
John  Pittman,  at  WAUSAU  N.O.W.  With  this  man’s  tremendous 
background  in  national  numismatics  (he  knew  the  old-timers)  and 
his  up-to-the-minute  awareness  of  our  current  problems,  the  choice 
of  John  Pittman  for  A.N.A.  President  couldn’t  have  been  more 
appropriately  timed. 
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After  filling  a big  void  for  over  seven  years,  the  NOW  exhibit  cases  finally 
found  a permanant  home.  The  cases  were  sold  by  NOW  to  local  clubs. 

N.O.W.  Cases  Have  New  Homes! 

The  much-traveled  N.O.W.  exhibit  cases  have  come  to  rest,  at 
least  temporarily,  in  new  homes. 

Successful  bidders  were: 

Baraboo  Coin  Club 

Wisconsin  Valley  Coin  Club  (Wausau) 

Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society 
Neenah-Menasha  Coin  Club 

The  average  cost  when  the  four  bids  were  totaled  was  $104.62  per 
six  cases  with  shipper. 

Then,  at  the  A.N.A  show  of  1971,  a NOW  young  numismatist  made  it  big! 

Kurt  Robert  Krueger,  a name  that  has  become  more  than 
familiar  on  the  Wisconsin  scene,  gained  national  attention  on 
August  13  when  the  active  young  collector  was  named  “Young 
Numismatist  of  the  Year”  at  the  A.N.A.  Convention  in  Washing- 
ton, D.C. 

The  Eagle,  Wisconsin  (Waukesha  County)  collector  had  been 
instrumental  in  forming  the  Oconomowoc  Coin  Club  and  also 
served  the  Waukesha  and  Milwaukee  clubs  and  promoted  numis- 
matics at  every  turn. 

Kurt  was  sponsored  by  N.O.W.  in  his  quest  for  national  recogni- 
tion and  the  A.N.A.  judge  and  committees  concurred  that  Kurt 
indeed  was  the  ultimate  in  a young  person  in  numismatics. 

When  the  convention  ended  on  August  14,  Kurt  Robert  Krueger 
had  been  honored  no  less  than  four  times,  and  incredible  feat  for  a 
person  20  years  old. 


The  NOW  News  printer,  Galaxy  of  Green  Bay  went  out  of  business  in  the 
year  1972,  and  in  that  process  one  issue  of  NOW  News  went  back  to  the  eight 
and  one  half  by  eleven  size,  quite  by  accident.  With  the  next  quarterly  issue, 
we  were  back  to  the  seven  by  eight  and  one  half  size,  and  a new  printer  in 
Wisconsin  Rapids  had  been  found. 
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An  exhibit  breakthrough  took  place  in  1972  and  made  the  NEWS. 

Stratton  Memorial  Award  to  Huggins 

The  Delores  Stratton  Memorial  Award, 
given  each  year  to  the  exhibit  having  the 
best  presentation  of  numismatic  infor- 
mation, was  awarded  to  Jack  Huggins  of 
Bellview,  Illinois.  The  stark  black  and 
silver  plaque  came  into  existence  in  1968 
and  is  in  memory  of  Delores  “Dee”  Strat- 
ton, past  N.O.W.  Secretary  who  died  at 
the  age  of  37  while  serving  the  state 
organization. 

Huggins  now  becomes  only  the  second 
person  to  possess  the  memorial  award. 

Virgil  Jackson  of  Beaver  Dam  has  won 
all  three  previous  awards  in  1969,  1970, 
and  1971. 

In  the  1973  NOW  News,  editor  Johnson  gave  his  view  of  the  state 
organization. 

What  Is  N.O.W.? 

N.O.W.  is  communication: 

• Communication  between  clubs  in  settling  show  dates,  idea 
exchange  on  banquets,  picnics,  awards,  door  prizes,  meeting 
programs,  youth  programs,  and  all  the  things  clubs  want  to 
offer  their  members. 

• Communication  between  people  (mem- 
bers) — ideas  on  displays,  recognition 
of  excellence,  recognition  of  service, 
the  light  side  of  numismatics,  club 
officers,  committee  workers,  and  per- 
sonal projects  of  merit. 

• Communication  between  local  clubs 
and  members  and  the  American 
Numismatic  Association. 

Ever  conscious  of  th«  need  to  transmit  information  in  both 
directions  concerning  collectors  insurance,  coin  attribution,  un- 
desirable persons  within  our  hobby,  services  needed  that  can  be 
provided,  and  regional  services  needed. 

Yes,  fellow  collectors,  N.O.W.  is  communications.  Communica- 
tions to  make  our  hobby  more  enjoyable,  safer  to  enjoy,  free  from 
subterfuge,  and  broader  to  avoid  stagnation. 

The  big  news  in  NOW  News  for  the  year  of  1974  was  internal  friction  in  the 
state  organization.  Policy  changes  enacted  by  the  newly  elected  President 
caused  a split  in  the  NOW  ranks.  NOW  News  editor  Gene  Johnson  resigned 
in  protest,  and  Kurt  Krueger  was  named  to  the  post  as  editor. 
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A bit  of  1974  good  news  was  that  the  Wisconsin  Young  Numismatist 
program  was  doing  very  well. 

WYN  Report 

The  Wisconsin  Young  Numismatist  (WYN)  Committee  has 
recently  released  a statement  showing  their  assets.  The  WYN 
Fund  is  now  $360.  $300.00  of  this  total  was  derived  from  Numisma- 
fest  II  last  February.  Contributions  in  the  amount  of  $20  have  been 
received  from  the  Waukesha,  Nicolet  and  Wisconsin  Valley,  coin 
clubs.  Other  Wisconsin  Clubs  and  individuals  are  encouraged  to 
offer  aid  to  the  fund. 

A committee  is  currently  drafting  by-laws  for  the  group  and  is 
also  seeking  affilitation  with  NOW.  Future  plans  call  for  an 
expanded  Junior  Awards  Program  in  Wisconsin  and  a quarterly 
journal  written  by  juniors  for  juniors. 


4c, 


Amid  considerable  internal  controversy,  a new  highly  structured  NOW 
constitution  and  bi-laws  were  enacted  in  1975.  Then  at  the  convention,  the 
second  “NOW  disaster”  took  place. 

NOW  Plagued  by  Theft  of  Records 

The  lion’s  share  of  all  NOW  records  were  stolen  from  the  room  of 
NOW  Secretary  Betty  Finner.  Betty  has  been  having  a difficult 
time  reconstructing  some  parts  of  the  NOW  records.  Betty  advises 
that  anyone  who  has  a card  with  numbers  between  1276  and  1300 
should  contact  her  immediately. 

A serious  blow  was  leveled  to  NOW  when  it  was  discovered  that 
approximately  $300.00  in  new  and  renewal  membership  fees  were 
also  missing  with  the  records. 

This  situation  has  created  financial  problems  which  could  harm 
NOW  programs  and  projects.  Members  could  aid  NOW  by  pur- 
chasing medals  from  the  NOW  archives.  The  medals  are  available 
directly  from  curator  Ron  Calkins  at  Box  336  Mazomanie,  Wis. 

53560.  Write  for  a list. 

In  1975,  NOW  News,  now  produced  by  Krause  Publications  in  Iola  was 
sharp,  crisp  and  beautifully  illustrated. 
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The  Bi-Centenial  year  of  1976  brought  a new  President,  Kurt  Krueger,  and 
a new  NOW  News  editor,  Larry  Spanbauer  of  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin.  To  keep 
the  state  organization  financially  healthy  and  solvent,  it  was  deemed 
necessary  to  double  the  yearly  NOW  dues  from  $2.00  to  $4.00. 


The  major  concern  confronting  the  N.O.W.  with  this  issue  is  the 
increase  of  the  organization’s  dues.  The  increase  consists  of  the 
yearly  fee  changed  from  $2.00  to  $4.00  and  the  life  membership 
dues  increased  from  $40.00  to  $80.00.  Remember  though,  if  you 
act  now,  a life  membership  can  still  be  obtained  at  the  old 
price  of  $40.00.  This  will  hold  true  through  December  31,  1976. 


NOW  News  got  a nice  moral  builder  in  1977  with  the  formation  of  a 
Wisconsin  Writers  Association. 


The  Wisconsin  Numismatic  Writers  Association 

Due  to  a lack  of  space  in  the  last  issue  of  the  N.O.W.  News, 
information  concerning  this  new  organization  was  not  included. 

The  goal  of  this  group  is  to  insure  the  continued  growth  of  the 
Numismatists  of  Wisconsin  quarterly  publication.  Membership  is 
open  to  any  member  of  our  state  organization  with  the  only 
qualification  being  that  at  least  one  article  be  submitted  annually. 
The  length  of  the  article  should  be  approximately  300  words.  The 
N.O.W.  News  editor  will  have  the  right  to  refuse  any  article  which 
he  or  she  might  deem  unworthy. 

The  annual  dues  was  suggested  to  be  $5.00  to  provide  the  annual 
Literary  awards  (best  article,  first  runner-up  and  second  runner- 
up)  however  it  has  been  suggested  that  a token  dues  of  $1 .00  would 
be  adequate.  This  lower  dues  from  perhaps  30  members  would 
cover  the  printing  of  a good  quality  membership  card  along  with 
postage  for  correspondence  and  mailings. 

Your  option  on  this  organization  as  well  as  the  dues  structure 
will  be  appreciated.  There  should  be  some  very  strong  support  for 
such  an  organization  since  Wisconsin  has  to  be  considered  the 
national  hotbed  of  numismatic  talent  both  professional  and 
novice. 
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The  Wisconsin  Numismatic  Writers  Association  was  very  evident  in  the 
1978  NOW  News,  now  edited  by  Trey  Foerster,  a member  of  the  Krause 
publications  staff  at  Iola.  The  newsletter  format  was  largely  abandoned  and 
NOW  News  became  a numismatic  writers  format.  By  September  of  1979,  the 
NOW  President  had  sent  out  the  call. 


NOW  Seeking  News  Editor 

The  call  is  out  for  the  services  of  a 
member  willing  to  assume  the  position  of 
NOW  News  editor.  If  you’re  interested 
apply  by  writing  or  calling  Numisma- 
tists of  Wisconsin  president  H.S.  “Monte” 
Sherwin,  P.O.  Box  407,  Black  River  Falls, 
WI  54615  (phone:  715-284-5556). 

A desire  to  perform  the  service  is  the 
primary  requirement  of  applicants,  al- 
though a couple  dashes  of  ability  — Can 
you  write  a letter?  — and  experience  — 
Have  you  ever  written  a term  paper  or 
club  news  item  for  your  local  paper?  — 
will  certainly  not  count  against  anyone. 
In  other  words,  you  need  not  be  the  heir 
apparent  to  Joseph  Pulitzer. 

The  position  of  NOW  News  editor  be- 
came vacant  in  May  when  the  board 
accepted  the  resignation  of  Trey  Foerster 
from  the  post  during  their  annual  meet- 
ings in  Milwaukee.  Foerster  had  served 
in  the  position  for  the  preceding  year,  but 
found  that  the  press  of  other  commit- 
ments made  it  necessary  for  him  to  step 
aside  immediately. 

The  current  issue  has  been  assembled 
and  presented  by  several  interested  offi- 
cers, including  past  NOW  news  editors 
Gene  Johnson,  Kurt  Krueger  and  Forester. 


NOW  News  was  “put  out”  at  Iola  for  the  next  year,  and  then  in  June  of 
1980  President  Mike  Segersin  who  had  just  taken  office,  appointed  Gene 
Johnson  as  editor. 
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In  his  opening  presidential  message,  Sergersin  wrote; 


We  have  seen  many  members  drop  out  of  NOW  for  various 
reasons.  W e have  seen  the  newsletter  slip  from  four  times  a year  to 
three  times  a year. 


The  first  step  in  President  Mike  Sergersins  NOW  rebuilding  plan  was  the 
reduction  of  NOW  dues  to  $3.00  per  year,  which  was  in  keeping  with  the  dues 
schedule  for  the  Central  States,  our  regional  organization. 

With  the  return  of  the  editorship  to  Wisconsin  Rapids,  NOW  News  was 
now  produced  by  “Instant  Print”,  a reasonably  priced  process,  but  which 
provided  only  fair  photo  reproduction.  Instant  Print  is  a photocopy  process, 
a bit  more  fancy  than  your  office  copymachine. 

Meanwhile  down  in  Milwaukee  a NOW  board  member  was  busy. 

Del  Bertschy  Clinic 

The  grand  opening  of  the  expanded 
facilities  of  the  Heritate  Bank  of  White- 
fish  Bay  was  the  setting  of  a numismatic 
clinic  which  featured  A.P.  “Del”  Bertschy 
of  Milwaukee.  Del  displayed  three  cases 
of  goodies,  gave  free  appraisals  and  an- 
swered questions  on  collecting  and  club 
activities. 


Recognition  of  the  Wisconsin  Numismatic  Writers  was  a part  of  the  1981 
awards  breakfast  at  the  Neen„ah-Menasha  NOW  show. 


WNWA  Scribes  Honored 

The  top  three  stories  published  in  NOW  News  during  1980  were 
honored  by  the  recognition  plaques  at  the  NEENAH  MENASHA 
NOW  award  breakfast.  President  Mike  Segersin  made  the  presen- 
tations to  Kurt  Kruger,  Harold  Helm,  and  Gerald  Johnson. 
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In  1982,  Harold  Helm  became  the  twelfth  President  of  NOW.  The 
rebuilding  started  by  Past  President  Segersin  continued. 


NOW  Board  Action 


The  NOW  Board  of  Governors,  in  ac- 
tion on  May  15th  hammered  out  a new 
Constitution  and  by-laws  for  the  state 
organization,  replacing  a controversial 
revision  put  in  place  in  1975.  The  new 
NOW  instrument  was  unanimously  ap- 
proved in  two  general  membership  meet- 
ings held  on  May  15th  and  16th. 

In  other  board  action,  on  a split  vote, 
the  invitation  of  the  South  Shore  Coin 
Club  to  host  the  1983  Coin  Show  was 
accepted.  Primary  objection  to  the  South 
Shore  bid  was  that  the  show  will  be  of 
three  day  duration  and  early  date,  (March 
25-26-27). 


New  incentives  for  Wisconsin  Numismatic  Writers  Association  members 
came  to  NOW  News  thru  the  activist’s  of  the  South  Shore  Coin  Club. 


South  Shore  Coin  Club  has  found  itself  in  a situation  distres- 
singly similar  to  another  Wisconsin  club.  Our  shows  have  been  too 
successful,  and  we  have  too  much  money.  We  are,  however,  taking 
steps  to  deal  with  the  “problem”. 

The  club  has  voted  to  donate  $100  to  NOW  for  an  award  (to  be 
given  in  1984)  for  the  author  of  the  best  article  to  appear  in  NOW 
News  during  1983.  The  selection  of  the  recipient  would  be  left  to 
NOW. 


The  first  South  Shore  check  was  presented  to  WNWA  scribe  Fred 
Borgmann  at  the  1984  awards  breakfast  at  Green  Bay  NOW.  Borgmann 
pleased  the  readers  with  his  story  of  the  Drake  Hotel  Robbery  Medals. 
Several  other  clubs  evinced  an  interest  in  providing  a $75.00  second  prize, 
and  a $50.00  third  prize  for  the  1984  prize  winning  stories.  Winners  are 
determined  by  a vote  of  the  NOW  officers,  plus  a poll  of  the  WNWA  writers. 
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A full  twenty  years  after  Gordon  Gill  conceived  the  idea  of  NOW/Local 
Coin  Club  representatives,  the  Local  Club  Representative  program  finally 
got  off  the  ground  in  1984. 


Your  NOW  Board  at  Work 

Meeting  at  the  Brown  County  Arena,  the  NOW  board  of 
governors  further  discussed  the  development  of  the  club  repre- 
sentative program.  Vice-president  Carol  Janney  will  provide 
leadership  in  developing  and  defining  this  NOW/local  club  pro- 
gram. 


NOW  members  were  honored  at  the  Detroit  A.N.A.  convention,  and 
Wisconsin  continued  the  reputation  begun  by  Dick  Yeoman  long  before 
NOW,  a hotbed  of  Numismatics. 


KP  Staff  Honored 
at  ANA  Convention 

It  was  KP  days  at  the  ANA  show  at 
Detroit  this  late  summer,  as  members  of 
the  Krause  staff  were  honored  for  years 
of  membership,  service  to  the  hobby,  and 
recruiting  of  members  for  ANA. 

Topping  the  honors  list  was  Cliff  Mish- 
ler  who  became  the  fourth  NOW  member 
to  win  the  prestigious  Farran  Zerbe 
Award.  This  memorial  award  is  an  annual 
for  “Outstanding  devoted  and  distin- 
guished service  to  the  Association  and  to 
numismatics”. 

Receiving  ANA  25  year  membership 
medals  were  Bill  Pettit  and  Art  Christoph, 
and  WNWA  writer  Bob  Lemke  was  recog- 
nized as  the  top  individual  membership 
recruiter  for  the  past  year. 
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NOW  THE  EXHIBITORS 


Numismatists  of  Wisconsin  Memorial  Exhibit  Awards  (Educational) 


1969 

1970 

1971 

1972 

1973 

1974 

1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 


Virgil  Jackson  Delores  Stratton 

Virgil  Jackson  Delores  Stratton 

Virgil  Jackson  Delores  Stratton 

Jack  Huggins  Delores  Stratton 

Jack  Huggins  Delores  Stratton 

Phyllis  Calkins  Delores  Stratton 

Leo  Neidinger Delores  Stratton 

John  Tilton  Harold  Prieve 

John  Tilton-Len  Roosmalen  Harold  Prieve 

Len  Roosmalen  Harold  Prieve 

Vickie  Klausch Harold  Prieve 

Russ  Klausch-Leo  Neidinger Harold  Prieve 

Vickie  Klausch Harold  Prieve 

John  Wilson-William  Spengler Harold  Prieve 

Nancy  Wilson Harold  Prieve 

Chester  Krause  Harold  Prieve 


Award 

Award 

Award 

Award 

Award 

Award 

Award 

Award 

Award 

Award 

Award 

Award 

Award 

Award 

Award 

Award 


The  1969  error  paper  money  display  of  Virgil  Jackson  of  Beaver  Dam, 
Wisconsin  is  considered  by  many  to  be  the  finest  paper  money  exhibit  ever 
built.  Left  to  Right;  Clifford  Manthe,  Ronald  Calkins  and  Jackson. 
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NOW 


THE  WRITERS 


The  first  stirring  of  a NOW  writers  organization  was  proposed  by  NOW 
President  Jim  Medd  in  1971.  Medd  suggested  that  articles  written  for  the 
defunct  “Wisconsin  Organization  of  Exonumists”  Journal  ( W.O.E.)  be  used 
in  NOW  News.  Medd,  a token  collector  himself,  thought  the  Wisconsin  token 
stories  would  be  well  received  by  the  NOW  membership. 


Numismatists  of  Wisconsin  Numismatic  Writers  Awards  (WNWA) 


1978 

Mike  Segersin 

Gordon  Gill 

Bob  Lemke 

1979 

Harold  Helm 

Kurt  Krueger 

Bob  Lemke 

1980 

Harold  Helm 

Kurt  Krueger 

Gene  Johnson 

1981 

Bob  Van  Ryzin 

Gordon  Gill 

Bob  Lemke 

1982 

Bob  Van  Ryzin 

Fred  Borgmann 

Bob  Lemke 

1983 

Harold  Helm 

Kurt  Krueger 

Fred  Borgmann 

Organizational  membership,  Wisconsin  Numismatic  Writers  Associa- 
tion. Left  to  Right  seated;  Robert  Lemke,  Iola,  Trey  Foerster,  Iola,  Michael 
Segersin,  Green  Bay,  Standing;  Harold  Helm,  Oshkosh,  Kurt  Krueger,  Iola, 
Gene  Johnson,  Wis.  Rapids,  Randy  Miller,  Oshkosh. 
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NOW  THE  GOVERNORS 


NOW  board  and  officers  in  1963.  Seated;  Past  President  Robert  Branigan 
and  President  Chester  Krause.  Standing,  Left  to  Right;  Floyd  Janney,  Lyle 
Thomas,  Gordon  Gill,  Richard  Yeoman,  Vice  President  Ralph  Parker, 
Ronald  Calkins,  Roy  Miller,  Gene  Johnson,  Clayton  High.  From  this  group 
came  five  NOW  presidents,  Branigan,  Krause,  Parker,  Gill  and  Johnson, 
and  an  accumulation  of  nearly  two  hundred  years  of  service  to  NOW  as 
officers  and  activists.  In  this  period  of  Wisconsin  numismatics,  the  South 
Central  and  extreme  Southern  section  of  the  state  were  the  local  club  power 
bases,  with  innovative  and  very  active  clubs  at  Racine,  Janesville-Beloit 
and  Madison. 


1960 


1985 
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NOW  THE  GOVERNORS 


NOW  board  and  officers  in  1966.  Seated  Left  to  Right;  Virgil  Jackson, 
Harry  Jarvis,  Gene  Johnson,  Secretary  James  Kropfl,  President  Ralph 
Parker,  Vice  President  Gordon  Gill.  Standing  Left  to  Right;  Roy  Miller,  Tom 
Fruit,  Monte  Sherwin,  Ron  Calkins,  Floyd  Janney,  Richard  Yeoman,  Robert 
Branigan. 

In  1966  the  NOW  Board  of  Governors  was  expanded  from  nine  members  to 
twelve  members.  The  expansion  opened  the  door  to  further  inclusion  of 
upstate  and  smaller  club  representation.  Tom  Fruit  of  the  Green  Bay  club, 
Harry  Jarvis  of  Fond  Du  Lac,  Monte  Sherwin  of  the  Jackson  County  Coin 
club  and  Virgil  Jackson  of  the  Beaver  Dam  club  were  among  the  new  faces 
on  the  board. 
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NOW  THE  GOVERNORS 


Politics,  and  a NOW  rule  forbidding  the  overloading  of  the  NOW  Board  of 
Governors  by  electing  more  than  two  members  from  any  one  community 
were  clearly  evident  in  the  1966  election  (note  blackboard).  Some  of  the  most 
popular  and  charismatic  NOW  officers  ever  elected  served  under  President 
Gordon  Gill  during  the  progressive  term  from  1966-1968. 

NOW  board  and  officers  in  1966.  Left  to  Right;  A.P.  “Del”  Bertschy, 
Milwaukee,  Greg  McHenry,  LaCrosse,  Secretary  James  Kroepfl,  Racine, 
NOW  News  Editor  and  Board  Member  Ron  Calkins,  Richard  Anderson, 
Menasha,  James  Medd,  Green  Bay,  Vice  President  Gene  Johnson,  Wiscon- 
sin Rapids,  and  President  Gordon  Gill,  Madison. 


NOW  25th  Anniversary  Committee 

Gerald  Johnson  — Chairman 
Richard  Anderson 
Harold  Helm 
Michael  Tramte 


35 


A top  flight  exhibit  team  of  the  1970’s 
was  the  Neidinger  family  of  Waukesha. 
Their  exhibits  featured  beautifully  car- 
pentered display  cases  and  excellent 
information.  L.  to  R.  Irene,  Leo  and 
Tom  Neidinger. 


The  1960s  were  the  glory  years  of  ex- 
hibiting. This  1967  grouping  has  some 
of  Wisconsin’s  best!  L.  to  R.  Virgil 
Jackson,  Daisy  Jackson,  (Unknown), 
Sharon  Binder,  Doug  Watson,  George 
Hattie,  and  Phyllis  Calkins. 


The  Fond  Du  Lac  club  of  the  late  1960s 
was  one  of  the  most  active  in  the  state. 
L.  to  R.  Harry  Jarvis,  Glen  Williams, 
Leif  Olson,  Philo  Foote  and  Secret  Ser- 
vice agent  W.R.  Barton. 


The  late  Harold  Preive  of  Portage  was  a 
small  show  dealer  who  was  a strong 
promoter  of  numismatics  in  general 
and  NOW  in  particular. 


A long  time  membership  base  of  NOW 
was  the  Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society. 
L.  to  R.  Kurt  Krueger,  Chuck  Opitz,  Del 
Bertschy,  Dave  Hunsicker  and  Tom 
Casper. 


This  1965  group  of  exhibitors  has  a 
number  of  noteables.  L.  to  R.  Ed 
Rochette,  Jack  Nannery,  Bobby  Straton, 
Jim  Kroepfl,  Dee  Stratton  and  Ron 
Calkins. 


36 


WHY  A STATE 
ORGANIZATION? 


NOW 

The  test  of  time,  a full  twenty-five  years,  has  pointed  out  what  a state 
organization  can  and  cannot  do  for  its  membership.  The  services  provided 
are  basically  the  same  as  Central  States  Numismatic  Society,  the  regional 
entity  of  numismatics  in  the  midwest.  Neither  NOW  or  CSNS  provide 
attribution  services  on  a year  round  basis,  nor  maintain  a “headquarters” 
and  museum,  or  lobby  in  the  nation’s  capital  for  hobby  legislation  as  does 
the  parent  organization,  The  American  Numismatic  Association.  These 
A.N.A.  services  and  their  value  is  clear  and  evident,  so  why  the  need  for 
state  and  regional  numismatic  organizations?  The  answer  is  the  breach 
between  numismatics  at  the  national  and  local  levels.  The  average  collector 
cannot  reach  out  and  touch  the  unfamiliar  names  and  faces  that  guide  and 
direct  numismatics  at  the  national  level.  Election  changes  in  officers,  and 
the  cycle  of  frequency  of  A.N.A.  conventions  means  Wisconsinites  may 
have  an  opportunity  to  host  an  A.N.A.  show  once  in  a decade,  if  that  often. 
This  along  with  speculation  and  hobby  interest  cycles  means  only  the  long 
term  collector  sees  two  or  three  national  conventions  in  a hobby  life  span. 

The  regional  clubs  fill  part  of  the  void  between  the  national  and  the  local 
clubs,  creating  a more  frequent  “close  to  home”  exposure  in  the  form  of  large 
city  conventions,  and  excellent  informational  programs  at  these  regional 
conventions.  Thru  their  publications,  regional  clubs  expose  the  collector  to 
quality  writings  with  regional  flavor,  plus  a large  show  coin  convention 
calendar  service.  The  regional  club  is  an  intregal  part  of  the  numismatic 
bridge  between  the  local  coin  club  collector  and  the  American  Numismatic 
Association. 

We,  the  officers  of  NOW,  feel  that  the  state  coin  club  fills  that  last  space  in 
the  four  section  bridge  that  exists  in  organized  numismatics.  We  attempt  to 
link  the  grass  roots  collector  to  the  rest  of  the  hobby  thru  our  annual  coin 
show,  and  our  more  direct  communication  link  to  the  local  coin  clubs  in 
Wisconsin.  This  in  part,  is  aided  by  the  drawing  of  NOW  officers  from  the 
familiar  faces  at  the  local  club  meetings  and  Wisconsin  coin  shops.  Our 
primary  forte  is  communications,  we  expose  Wisconsin  local  club  members 
to  what  members  in  other  clubs  are  doing.  We  reveal  what  programs  are 
being  used  to  maintain  interest  by  their  membership,  and  where  their 
meetings  are  held.  Officers  in  the  clubs,  personal  notes,  obituaries,  reports 
on  picnics,  banquets,  all  these  are  part  of  our  state  quarterly  newsletter.  We, 
the  officers  and  officials  of  NOW  feel  we  have  found  our  organizational 
place  in  the  hobby,  and  are  meeting  our  objective,  to  encourage  and  promote 
interest  in  numismatics  in  Wisconsin. 


Gerald  “Gene”  Johnson 
Editor-NOW  News 
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